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Does this ring a bell?



President Lenny Gray called
the meeting to order and led the
Pledge. Bob Schuster asked the
blessing.

12 members attended, plus our
speaker, Jim Nowlan.

On the menu was White Chicken
Chili, Mexican Rollups, salad,
Lemon Raspberry Drops, tea,
water, and coffee.



The 50/50 Lottery winner was...
Bob-Sehuster Rex Hess. Bob
pulled an elaborate fake-out when
he “selected” his own number,
which would have given him his
fourth consecutive lottery win.
Bob will be nominated for Best
Actor in a Service Club Drama.




Secretary Jay summarized the January
Board meeting minutes, printed in full on a
later page.

He reported that the magnifier that we have
purchased for a young woman, who is
legally blind and a math teacher at Lincoln’s
Challenge in Rantoul, has arrived. He is
testing it out and making arrangements for
presenting it to her at some time soon.




Jim Nowlan became a state
legislator at around the same time
that Sam McGrew started in the
state legislature, became a
candidate for Lieutenant Governor
(but wasn'’t elected) and then went
on to “work for 3 unindicted
Governors” of lllinois as a staffer.

He made the point that, although
the federal government seems to
dominate the news, most things
that matter to ordinary people are
done by state and local
governments.

If lllinois were a country, it would
have the 18th largest economy in
the world, equivalent to a country
like Poland.




On a measure of the 6 Rs (roads,
rails, runways, rivers, research and
routers), lllinois is rated one of the
top 3 states in the US. There are
2300 miles of Interstate, half of the
railroad container cars in the country
run through Chicago, O’Hare
reaches more destinations than any
other airport in the world. lllinois
colleges and research labs are
among the tops in the world.

However, lllinois’ financial status is a
mess. There is a half-trillion dollar
unfunded debt in state government,
making businesses reluctant to
locate here. Government corruption
Is a perennial problem. This is all
caused by a lack of long-term
thinking, according to Jim.




The US Supreme Court has stated
that it will not rule on the
gerrymandering of legislative districts nois linois Congressional
in the states. lllinois (as have other o B
states) has taken advantage of this by
producing oddly-shaped legislative
districts, designed to group together
people to protect the desired political
makeup of the legislature.
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Jim is part of several efforts to change
this practice. The US Congress has
mandated that all of a state’s districts
be of approximately equal population.
Jim thinks that it could also mandate
other district attributes, such
compactness, being drawn by an
Independent commission,

disregarding residents’ political
affiliation, etc.




Jim feels that lllinois must get its
fiscal house in order. It may have
to consider taxing services
instead of just income.

Today, lllinois uses receipts from
gambling to fund about 2% of its
budget, although gambling also
produces its own social costs.

It was great to get the
perspective of such a respected
political observer.

Jim joked that he would

Lenny presented Jim with the have preferred a coffee cup.
coveted Champaign Lions pen,

as our thanks.

Thank you, Jim, for your insights!



Tail Twisting ensued.




CHAMPAIGN LIONS CLUB
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES
January 28, 2026

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Second Vice President Bill Slough, Treasurer Richard King,
Secretary Jay Hoeflinger, Lion Tamer Chris Hoeflinger, Past President Rick Marrs

ABSENT: President Lenny Gray, Director 2025-2027 Rex Hess

motions in bold, assigned tasks underlined

The meeting was called to order by Second Vice President Bill Slough at 12:05 pm. Rick moved to
approve the minutes from the December 2025 board meeting and Chris seconded. The
minutes were approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

The General Fund received $255 in meal income and $21 from the Lottery. The meal expense for
January was $300. We paid $650 for International dues and $234 in District 1-M dues, $100 in
contributions to the District convention on January 23-24 and $35 to reimburse Richard King for
attending the convention, leaving a balance in the General Fund of $4,438.31. The Charities Fund
had income of $45 from the Tailtwister, $1000 in donations for the Optelec magnifier, $217 in
contributions for socks for C-U schools. We spent $200.40 for eyeglasses and exams for people who
requested eyeglasses, and spent $2,190.50 for the Optelec Compact 10 Magnifier with Speech,
leaving a balance of $1,982.21 in the Charities Fund. The Endowment Fund balance is $22,672.84,
giving a total in Charities of $24,655.05. Jay moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report and
Rick seconded. The Treasurer’s Report was approved.



SECRETARY REPORT: The Eyeglasses Collection Report for January was: 654 eyeglasses, 16
Hearing Aids, 1 Ink Cartridge, 1 Cell Phone and 2.5 1bs of keys. Volunteers were: Donna Hoeflinger,
Jay Hoeflinger, Richard King, Bob Schuster, Byron Balbach, Marvin Paulsen, and Lenny Gray. Five
boxes are packed and ready to ship to Lions of Illinois Foundation.

OLD BUSINESS:

Richard attended the Community Organizations Active in Disasters (COAD) group meeting. He
reported that it was an interesting meeting. They discussed responses to disaster situations in

Champaign-Urbana. The group was very receptive to Lions participation. Fifteen people from
various local organizations attended, including the UI Veterinary School, CU MTD, the Salvation
Army, the Humane Society and the Regional Planning Commission. He encourages other Lions
members to be involved.

Bill asked Jay to send login info for the website and Facebook to him for Heidi. Jay will also send it
to Rex.

Jay reported that the “Optelec Compact 10 HD with Speech” magnifier was purchased for Samantha
Hetterman, who requested it for her use in teaching math at Lincoln’s Challenge in Rantoul. She is
legally blind, but still teaches Monday through Friday. The device should be delivered within the
next week. Samantha has agreed to the terms of the Champaign Lions Club retaining ownership of
the device, although she may use it as long as she needs it. When she no longer needs it, she will
return it to the club. We have $1000 already contributed from club members and designated for the
magnifier, and a pledge of another $500. Interest from the Endowment Fund could be used for the
rest. Richard will check with the District 1-M



Humanitarian Fund to see if funds from there might be used to reimburse us for part of it. Sam McGrew has also
mentioned asking the Masons in Rantoul whether they are able to help. We are, of course, open to other club
members designating contributions for the device.

After the Optelec magnifier arrives, Jay will contact Samantha to arrange delivering it to her. Jay will also ask her
permission to publish a picture of her receiving the magnifier in our newsletter, and ask for her thoughts about
publishing an article in the Champaign News-Gazette about her and the Lions providing the device.

We discussed the message from Josh Baxter, a Neuroscience student at the University of Illinois, about possibly
forming a LEO club there. Richard reported that forming a LEO club is easy to do. They would need 20 members.
They would need to establish a charter date and our club could be their sponsor. We could potentially pay the
registration fee for them at Lions International. Jay invited Josh to one of our meetings, but Josh said that he has
classes all day on Wednesdays, so would be unable to come for this semester, but is generally free on weekends.
Jay was asked to set up a meeting with Josh on a weekend. Richard said that he would like to attend.

NEW BUSINESS:

Bill said that he is willing to be the Sight & Sound Chairman this year. Jay will give the Sight & Sound materials
to Bill at the meeting on February 4.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:

February 4 - Jim Nolan (Gerrymandering in Illinois)
February 18 - Jenna Shelton, Director of the Illinois State Water Survey

The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Jay Hoeflinger, Champaign Lions Secretary.



Coming up

Regular meeting - February 18, 2026 at
11:45am at the Windsor of Savoy. Speaker:
Jenna Shelton, Director of lllinois State Water
Survey.

Board meeting, Wednesday, February 25 at
noon by ZOOM. Board members are
expected to attend, but any club member is
welcome. Ask Jay for a ZOOM link, if you’d
like to attend.

Please tell Program Chairs Marvin Paulsen
( ) or Sam McGrew
(sammcgrew@att.net) what or who you would
like to see in a Lions Club program at some time.
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