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Springing Back to Life!
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President Lenny Gray called the meeting to
order, led the Pledge and asked the blessing.

10 members attended, plus our speaker, Matthew
Fletcher of Courage Connection.

On the menu was Steak and Ale Soup, lettuce
salad, Cream Pies, tea, water, and coffee.
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The 50/50 Lottery winner was...Lenny Gray.



Secretary Jay reported that a nurse at the
Carle Eye Department asked whether we
would be able to donate toward a prosthetic
eye for a nine-year-old. She has had a
prosthetic eye since she was a young child,
and has out-grown it. A new one is estimated
to run around $3,500. The family is not
asking for the entire amount and will take any
amount we are willing to give.

Jay reported that Club members had
donated $1,500 toward purchasing a $2,200
magnifier for the young math teacher at
Lincoln’s Challenge in Rantoul, but that we
have now received a check for $2,000 from
the District 1-M Humanitarian Fund to

reimburse us for that magnifier, so that would free up some funds in our
Charities account.

After some discussion, we took a vote and agreed to provide $2,000
from the club toward the prosthetic eye, plus whatever additional funds
individual club members are willing to donate.



Sam McGrew said that he is still waiting for a response from Sam'’s
Club as to whether we can locate there for May 1 & 2 Tootsie Pop
Days.

Officer slate for 2026-2027:

President - Bill Slough

1st Vice President - Chris Hoeflinger
2nd Vice President - <to be determined>
Director 2025-2027 - Rex Hess

Director 2026-2028 - <to be determined>
Treasurer - Richard King

Secretary - Jay Hoeflinger

Lion Tamer - Chris Hoeflinger

Past President - Lenny Gray

We still need a 2nd VP and a Director. Please consider whether
you would be willing to serve our club in one of these positions!

Richard King is working on an April date for Neil Street cleanup. He
has all the volunteers he needs for water stations at the lllinois
Marathon on April 25.



Upcoming Meetings:
March 25 - Board Meeting by Zoom

April 1 - David Lin - Speaking about his
trip to Singapore

April 15 - Michael Leroy - An update on
NIL and sports



Sam McGrew introduced our speaker,
Matthew Fletcher, Executive Director of
Courage Connection.

Matthew said that domestic violence is
a community-wide issue. Courage
Connection was established in 1971, as
one of the first domestic violence
programs in the country.

Courage Connection’s mission is
broad - to ensure that everyone in our
community has the education, support,
and resources to live in safe, healthy
relationships.

Domestic violence is one of the top
public health concerns in the US. Very
often people don’t even realize that what
they’re experiencing is domestic violence.
They may just think that it's “the norm”.

Fifty years ago domestic violence was
not a crime, although abusing animals
was.



We've learned more about domestic violence
over the decades. People have often blamed
the victim - “she asked for it” or “why doesn’t
she leave?”. There are many reasons why it is
difficult to escape an abusive relationship. The
perpetrator may threaten to harm the victim, or
the children, or pets, or themselves. The
victim may lack the money for food, housing,
raising the children, etc. The victim may lack
transportation.

The lllinois Domestic Violence Act of 1986 finally made it a crime in lllinois.
The Violence Against Women Act of 1994 made it a federal crime.

Statistically, 1 in 3 women and 1 in 7 men will face domestic violence in
their lifetimes. It happens to people of all ages, genders, sexual
orientations, religions, races, educational and socio-economic levels.

There are many types of violence: physical, emotional, sexual,
financial, digital and spiritual. It can happen whenever there is a power
imbalance between family members. It happens whenever one party takes
away power from another.



Matthew has been doing a lot of
outreach in schools - teaching kids
what healthy relationships look like.
Digital abuse is especially prevalent in
middle school and high school age
groups.

People can stay at Courage
Connection for a limited time, but that
can be extended for up to 2 years in
some cases. At Courage Connection
there are resources for the victims -
legal, educational, therapy and
counseling. Lenny thanked Matthew by

awarding him a Champaign
Men sometimes get help from Courage Lions pen that “only writes the
Connection because It is open to all. truth”.

Courage Connection Hotline: (217) 384-4390



Tail Twisting!

o

Richard and Jay played as a doubles
tennis this week and lost. Of course there
were fines to pay for that.




Coming up

Board meeting, Wednesday, March 25 at
noon by ZOOM. Board members are
expected to attend, but any club member is
welcome. Ask Jay for a ZOOM link, if you’d
like to attend.

Regular meeting - April 1, 2026 at 11:45am at
the Windsor of Savoy. Speaker: David Lin,
on his trip to Singapore. No foolin’.

Please tell Program Chairs Marvin Paulsen
( ) or Sam McGrew
(sammcgrew@att.net) what or who you would
like to see in a Lions Club program at some time.
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