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President Lenny Gray called the meeting to
order and led the Pledge. Sam McGrew
asked the blessing.

15 members attended, plus our guest Fred
Greffe, of the Mahomet Lions Club.

On the menu was ltalian Vegetable Soup,
rolls, lettuce salad, Cheesecake with Spiced
Peaches, tea, water, and coffee.
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Secretary Jay read the March Board meeting minutes (the full text appears
later in this newsletter).

He also passed around signup sheets for a vision screening at Urbana
Kindergarten Registration on April 8, Tootsie Pop Days on May 1 & 2, and
Head Start vision screenings on May 11 and May 13.

Jay reported that after we donated $2,000 for the new prosthetic eye,
requested for a nine-year-old by her family, the prosthetic eye company
agreed to take that amount as payment-in-full for the eye, even though it
would normally have cost around $3,500.

Bill Slough said that he was collecting Sight & Sound ticket stubs and the
money for them. He also had a few more to sell.

Lenny reminded the club that we are still looking for a 2nd Vice President
and a Director for the 2026-2027 Lions year, which will start July 1. Anyone
who is interested needs to speak up.

He reminded us that we are a service club and that we can never know
when our efforts can make a real difference in people’s lives.



Officer slate for 2026-2027:

President - Bill Slough

1st Vice President - Chris Hoeflinger
2nd Vice President - <to be determined>
Director 2025-2027 - Rex Hess

Director 2026-2028 - <to be determined>
Treasurer - Richard King

Secretary - Jay Hoeflinger

Lion Tamer - Chris Hoeflinger

Past President - Lenny Gray

We still need a 2nd VP and a Director. Please consider whether
you would be willing to serve our club in one of these positions!



Upcoming Meetings:
April 15 - Michael Leroy - An update on NIL and sports

May 6 - David Shih of the Asian American Cultural
Center

May 20 - Abigail Padfield Narayan from Spurlock
Museum.



There are few cars over 10
years old on the streets.
Older cars are discouraged
with high fees. Only a fraction
of the population owns a car.

David Lin was our speaker, talking about
his trip to the island country of Singapore.

A Singapore passport is great because the
holder can travel nearly anywhere in the
world on it. Singapore received
independence from Britian in 1965. They
have 4 official languages: English, Chinese,
Malay and Tamil.

Singapore is both a city and a country. It's
very hot there - the lowest temperature ever
recorded is 67 degrees. One in every 6
people is a millionaire. 80% of people use
government housing. There is no rush-hour
traffic. People use trains and buses. They
import all their water from Malaysia.

People are not allowed to chew gum. There
are no trash cans on the street. No food or
drink is allowed on buses.



There are murals everywhere and roofs over everything because it rains so
much. The streets are clean and safe. It is very peaceful at night. There
are often water shows at night.

Sentosa Island, to the south of Singapore has lots of entertainment,
including a Universal Studios Park. There is an oceanarium with a large
shark tank. A transparent tunnel in the tank allows people to get an
up-close view of sharks swimming around them.

There is a big screen with seating that allows people to just sit and
watch the fish. They even sell popcorn for the viewing.



Gardens By the Bay is a large outdoor
garden, similar to a botanical garden.
There are plants and flowers from
around the world. It is so clean that
you can sit on the floor to watch the
shows.

The jewel of the park is the world’s
largest indoor waterfall.

It also has amazing artificial trees.
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Thank you

David for a
fascinating
talk!



CHAMPAIGN LIONS CLUB
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES
March 25, 2026

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: President Lenny Gray, Second Vice President Bill Slough,
Treasurer Richard King, Director 2025-2027 Rex Hess, Secretary Jay Hoeflinger, Lion Tamer Chris
Hoeflinger, Past President Rick Marrs

ABSENT: none

motions in bold, assigned tasks underlined

The meeting was called to order by President Lenny Gray at 12:10 pm. The minutes from the
February 2025 board meeting were approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

The General Fund received $270 in meal income and $24 from the Lottery. The meal expense for
February was $285, leaving a balance in the General Fund of $4,456.31. The Charities Fund had
income of $35 from the Tail Twister, and $2,000 in a donation from District 1-M Humanitarian Fund
for the Optelec magnifier. We spent $372.30 for eyeglasses and exams for people who requested
eyeglasses, leaving a balance of $4,065.71 in the Charities Fund. The Endowment Fund balance is
$22,672.84, giving a total in Charities of $26,738.55. The Treasurer’s Report was approved.

SECRETARY REPORT: The Eyeglasses Collection Report for January was: 529 eyeglasses, 8
Hearing Aids, and 1 1b of keys. Volunteers were: Donna Hoeflinger, Jay Hoeflinger, Sam McGrew,
Bob Schuster, Byron Balbach, Marvin Paulsen, Rex Hess, and Lenny Gray. Four boxes are packed and
ready to ship to Lions of Illinois Foundation.



SECOND VP REPORT: none
DIRECTOR REPORT: none
OLD BUSINESS:

The Champaign Lions Centennial year (2027) celebration was discussed. One possibility discussed
was a re-dedication of the bench that Jack Richmond donated, in West Side Park. We could have an
event with food and booths in the park. Also, we could have a dinner, to which we could invite
people that we have helped in the past. We could have a speaker who is well-known to the public.
We could have displays about the history of Champaign Lions, and the service we have done for the
community. Rex volunteered to go through our historical materials and put together some materials.
Rex, Chris and Jay volunteered to be on the Centennial committee. Richard, as the chairperson of the
committee for the Centennial, was urged to call a committee meeting by the end of May.

The Board confirmed the dates May 1 and 2 for Tootsie Pop Days. Jay will make a sign-up sheet for
Tootsie Pop shifts and have it at the next meeting. Jay told the group that the Delta Gamma group on
campus said that they are willing to help with Tootsie Pop Days.

NEW BUSINESS:

Jay told the group that the $2,000 check from the District 1-M Humanitarian Fund was received and
deposited. That check essentially reimburses our club for the $2,190.50 we spent to purchase the
Optelec magnifier for the math teacher at Lincoln’s Challenge, thus freeing up the donations made by
members and the endowment interest that we had used for the purchase.



As a follow-on to the receipt of that check, Jay told the group that a request came from a Carle Eye
Department nurse for a donation towards a prosthetic eye for a nine-year-old girl. The girl has had a
prosthetic eye since she was small and has now out-grown it. The family is not asking for the whole
cost of the eye (estimated at $3,500), just whatever we could give. At the March 18 regular meeting,
we discussed the request, and the group voted to donate $2,000 toward the eye. He relayed the
intention to provide $2,000 to the nurse. The nurse responded later that the prosthetic eye company
decided to accept the $2,000 as payment-in-full for the eye. The girl’s mom and the nurse were
extremely grateful.

We have vision screenings upcoming: April 8 from 10:00am - 5:30pm at Lincoln Square for Urbana
School District Kindergarten signup; May 11 at Head Start West Champaign, and May 13 at Head Start
Elizabeth Murphy.

2026-2027 Officer slate: We still need a Second Vice President and a 2026 - 2028 Director.
UPCOMING MEETINGS:

April 1 - David Lin, speaking on his trip to Singapore

April 15 - Michael Leroy, speaking on an update on NIL and sports

The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Jay Hoeflinger, Champaign Lions Secretary.



Coming up

Regular meeting - April 15, 2026 at 11:45am at
the Windsor of Savoy. Speaker: Michael
LeRoy, speaking on NIL and the chaos in
college sports

Board meeting, Wednesday, April 29 at noon
by ZOOM. Board members are expected to
attend, but any club member is welcome.
Ask Jay for a ZOOM link, if you'd like to
attend.

Please tell Program Chairs Marvin Paulsen
( ) or Sam McGrew
(sammcgrew@att.net) what or who you would
like to see in a Lions Club program at some time.

Graphic credit: Caroline’s Treasures Greeting Cards
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