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Rhapsody in Pink



President Lenny Gray called the meeting to 
order and led the Pledge.  Richard King 
asked the blessing.

17 members attended, plus guest Dan 
Hoeflinger and our speaker Michael Leroy.

On the menu was Tuscan Chicken Soup, rolls, 
lettuce salad, Lemon Layer cake, tea, water, 
and coffee.





Fonda and Tracy 
were there!



Paul Kunkel won the big bucks 
in the 50/50 lottery!



Secretary Jay reported that he and Donna screened the children from the 
Child Development Lab on campus who were absent when they did the 
original screening with the Pre-Optometry Club earlier this spring.  They 
screened 10 children and referred 1.

Jay and Donna also screened children at the Urbana Kindergarten 
registration in Lincoln Square.  There were very few children who came to be 
screened.  They screened 6 children and referred 2 before packing up and 
leaving before 1pm.

Jay sent the sign-up sheet around for the May 1 & 2 Tootsie Pop Days.  
Quite a few Delta Gamma members have signed up to help us, even in shifts 
that don’t have a Lions member signed up.  We need Lions to sign up in 
those shifts, so that we can take advantage of the Delta Gamma 
helpers.  Sign up at: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11REvd_VoABh_Hj-HtShuty9wLVwtSZ
cfMlmQCl36jZA/edit?usp=sharing

Jay also sent around the sign-up sheet for vision screening at Head Start on 
May 11 and 13.  At this time, all shifts are full for these screenings.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11REvd_VoABh_Hj-HtShuty9wLVwtSZcfMlmQCl36jZA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11REvd_VoABh_Hj-HtShuty9wLVwtSZcfMlmQCl36jZA/edit?usp=sharing


Officer slate for 2026-2027:
President - Bill Slough
1st Vice President - Chris Hoeflinger
2nd Vice President - <to be determined>
Director 2025-2027 - Rex Hess
Director 2026-2028 - <to be determined>
Treasurer - Richard King
Secretary - Jay Hoeflinger
Lion Tamer - Chris Hoeflinger
Past President - Lenny Gray

We still need a 2nd VP and a Director.  Please consider whether 
you would be willing to serve our club in one of these positions!



Upcoming Meetings:

May 6 - David Shih of the Asian American Cultural 
Center

May 20 - Abigail Padfield Narayan from Spurlock 
Museum.



Our speaker was Michael Leroy, who is a 
professor in the School of Labor and 
Employment Relations and an affiliated 
professor with the College of Law, speaking 
on NIL and the chaos in college sports.

Name, Image and Likeness (NIL) is a 
relatively new paradigm in college sports.  
Prior to 2019, NCAA rules forbid 
student-athletes from earning money based 
on their participation in college sports.  
Lawsuits against the NCAA have changed 
that drastically.  College athletes claimed 
that they deserve to have some of the huge 
amounts of money that colleges received 
from sports, achieved mostly because of the 
efforts of the athletes.

The athletes won.  The NCAA will pay 
$2.8B in damages to be used to set up a 
pool of money that will be used to pay 
athletes who competed in 2016 or later.

The amateurism requirement 
of the NCAA has also been 
struck down, meaning schools 
will be able to pay up to 
$20.5M to athletes per year.  
“Collectives” have also been 
organized by schools to 
provide a way for boosters to 
fund athletes for their NIL.



NIL rights can be acquired by media companies, such as Learfield Sports, 
which broadcasts Illini games.  Despite the cap of $20.5M, collectives and 
companies can pay athletes for their NIL outside the cap.  For instance, 
Texas Tech pays about $55M to its athletes.  Other schools are unlikely to 
call out those paying over the cap, for fear that their own payments will be 
called in question.

Who is paying what to whom is very 
difficult to see because these deals are 
often not made public.

The College Sports Commission is a 
new entity, which is independent of the 
NCAA.  It’s purpose is to approve NIL 
deals.  To be approved, the deal has to 
be for a valid business purpose.  There 
has to be a deliverable from the athlete, 
such as appearing at car dealership, or 
advertising a product.

There is some concern about the 
money’s effect on young athletes.



Michael said that there may be some envy felt by lower-paid players.  It is 
not necessarily true that you can buy success.  Some teams with large NIL 
amounts have been successful, but not all.  The top high school players 
can benefit from employing a lawyer, but it’s not clear that they get good 
advice from those lawyers.  Michael stated that at least the top 300 recruits 
from high school get some kind of NIL money.

It’s difficult to know how NIL will 
change college sports.  Perhaps it 
will become like a professional 
league “associated” with a college.  
The league would then be the 
employer and get schools out of the 
business of being the employer.

Michael said that tuition is probably 
included in NIL money, so it would 
cost the institution.  At the same 
time, academics suffers because 
not as many professors are being 
hired.



Wow!  A fascinating talk, although it is clear now why 
Michael refers to the “chaos” of college sports!

Thank you, Michael!



Finally, many tails were twisted!



Board meeting, Wednesday, April 29 at noon 
by ZOOM.  Board members are expected to 
attend, but any club member is welcome.  
Ask Jay for a ZOOM link, if you’d like to 
attend.

Regular meeting - May 6, 2026 at 11:45am at 
the Windsor of Savoy.  Speaker:  David Shih 
of the Asian American Cultural Center 

Please tell Program Chairs Marvin Paulsen 
(mpaulsen@illinois.edu) or Sam McGrew 
(sammcgrew@att.net) what or who you would 
like to see in a Lions Club program at some time.

Coming up
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