
Champaign 
Lions 

Club Chatter

May 6, 2026
Regular meeting

http://www.champaignlions.org 

Photo credit: Jay Hoeflinger

Star of the Show



President Lenny Gray called the meeting to 
order and led the Pledge.  Chris Hoeflinger  
asked the blessing.

14 members attended, plus guest Leon Dash.

On the menu was grilled chicken, cooked 
carrots, rice, rolls, cherry pie, tuxedo cake, 
tea, water, lemonade, and coffee.



Tootsie Pop Days 2026

Lots of help from 
Delta Gamma 

members!
$2,975.11

raised so far



Richard King presented the 
Champaign Lions $100 
scholarship check to the 
Urbana High School band 
trophy winner at Urbana 
High School their banquet 
on May 15.



Sam introduced our guest - Prof. 
Leon Dash.  Leon is retiring from the 
U of I in August.  He was a journalism 
professor for 28 years, he worked for 
32 years as a Washington Post 
reporter, where he went from the mail 
room to Foreign Correspondent.  He 
is also a Pulitzer Prize winner.

He is checking out our club and may 
want to join.  

Welcome Professor Dash!





Happy 50/50 winner 
David Lin!



Secretary Jay reported that the Tootsie 
Pop Days fund-raising total from May 1 
& 2 was $2900.11, including donation 
checks from Tom Yaxley and Rex 
Hess.

He also reminded the club that we will 
be doing vision screening at two Head 
Starts in Champaign on May 11 and May 
13.

He made the first reading of the 
2026-2027 officer slate (found on the 
next page).  

He also summarized the minutes of the 
April Board Meeting, the full text of 
which is found later in this newsletter.



Officer Slate for 2026 - 2027 Lions year:

President: Bill Slough
1st Vice President: Chris Hoeflinger
2nd Vice President: <vacant>
Director 2025 - 2027: Rex Hess
Director 2026 - 2028: Rick Marrs
Treasurer: Richard King
Secretary: Jay Hoeflinger
Lion Tamer: Chris Hoeflinger
Past President: Lenny Gray



Our speaker for today was unable to attend, so Sam 
decided to do “Know Your Lions Club”, where 
people were invited to talk about club activities.

- $250 dollars raised from the Sight & Sound 
raffle this year. 

- We collect between 6,000 and 8,000 pairs of 
used eyeglasses each year.

- About 30 pounds of keys are collected each 
year

- Neil Street cleanup - both sides of Neil between 
Windsor and Kirby (1 mile), 3 times per year

- About 80 used hearing aids were collected last 
year

- We partner with Miracle Ear to get people 
hearing aids.  If they meet the Miracle Ear 
income requirements, we pay the $150 
application fee and the hearing aids are free.

- We do vision screening for about 140 children 
each year.  Referral rate is around 15%.



What out-of-the-ordinary things do we do?
- Richard King told about the 

fund-raising basketball game the club 
played against the Chicago Bears.

- Chris Hoeflinger described our 
summer-time beep ball tournament.

- Chris also told about the wheelchair 
ramp that he and a friend built for a 
Champaign resident

- Tom Yaxley talked about a TV fund-raiser that earned around $50,000.
- Paul Kunkel told the story of a former member who was actually born in 

Memorial Stadium.
- Jay talked about helping a woman who was blind travel to Michigan to 

pick up a new guide dog.
- Bill Slough mentioned volunteering at Eastern Illinois Foodbank.
- Sam brought up the warm socks we buy each winter for local school 

children.
- Byron Balbach told of the concert we sponsored at the Virginia Theater 

for the singer Terri Gibbs, who is blind.  Lions helped clean up and 
worked on the wiring of the theater.  He also mentioned the yard 
clean-up sessions we have done for The Courage Connection shelter.



Just this year we purchased a $2,000 magnifier for a young, 
legally-blind math teacher at Lincoln’s Challenge in Rantoul, and we 
purchased a prosthetic eye for a nine-year-old girl for $2,000 to 
replace one that she has out-grown.

Several years ago, we purchased a pair of “smart glasses” for a 
legally-blind woman.  Those glasses could be trained to recognize 
faces and whisper the names of people to her, plus also read product 
labels in a store, or other materials.

Several members have used an app called “Be My Eyes” which 
allows people who are vision-impaired to do a video call and ask 
things like “which is the blue shirt?”.

Sam mentioned that we once contributed to help get someone an 
advanced cochlear implant.  He also told of a 3:00 am trip to transport 
an eye to somewhere it was needed.

Lenny reminded the club that we can never know the side-effect good 
that can come from our work.  “We serve” is our motto and the help 
we cause can be an unexpected side-effect of our activities.



Upcoming Meetings:

May 20 - Abigail Padfield Narayan from Spurlock 
Museum.

June 3 - Picnic in Burwash Park!

June 17 - Marissa Siero, Savoy Development and 
Construction

July 1 - Tracy Bowden, Hygiene Pantry



The twisting of the tails!

Jay was fined 
for telling a joke 
involving dead 
squirrels.



CHAMPAIGN LIONS CLUB 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

April 29, 2026

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:   President Lenny Gray, Treasurer Richard King, Director 
2025-2027 Rex Hess, Secretary Jay Hoeflinger, Lion Tamer Chris Hoeflinger, Past President Rick 
Marrs

ABSENT: Second Vice President Bill Slough

motions in bold, assigned tasks underlined

The meeting was called to order by President Lenny Gray at 12:05 pm.  The minutes from the March 
2026 board meeting were approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

The General Fund received $390 in meal income and $32 from the Lottery.  The meal expense for 
March was $420, leaving a balance in the General Fund of $4,458.31.  The Charities Fund had income 
of $36 from the Tail Twister, $500 as a donation for Tootsie Pop Days, $100 in a miscellaneous 
donation, and $150 in receipts for the Humanitarian Fund Raffle.  We spent $141.00 for eyeglasses and 
exams for people who requested eyeglasses and $2,000 to purchase a prosthetic eye for a nine-year-old 
girl, leaving a balance of $2,710.71 in the Charities Fund.  The Endowment Fund balance is 
$22,672.84, giving a total in Charities of $25,383.55.    The Treasurer’s Report was approved.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Rex is working on getting a DONATE button on the website.  He requested 
help from Jay and Richard, so they set up a meeting at 10:30am May 6 (before our next regular 
meeting) to work on that.



SECRETARY REPORT:  The Eyeglasses Collection Report for January was: 734 eyeglasses, 18 
Hearing Aids, and 0.25 lb of keys.  Volunteers were: Donna Hoeflinger, Jay Hoeflinger, Susan Pensinger, 
Bob Schuster, Byron Balbach, Marvin Paulsen, and Richard King.  Four boxes are packed and ready to 
ship to Lions of Illinois Foundation.

OLD BUSINESS:  

Sight and Sound report: all tickets have been purchased and all money has been turned in, but Bill Slough 
is waiting on a few ticket stubs.  He will send in the money and stubs after the meeting on May 6.

Rick Marrs volunteered to be on the officer slate for next year as Director 2026 - 2028.

NEW BUSINESS:

We agreed to have a picnic in Burwash Park on June 3.  Chris agreed to take care of the food.  A Savoy 
resident will need to reserve the Burwash Pavilion for that time, perhaps David Lin.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:

May 6  - originally scheduled speaker is unable to attend

May 20 - Abigail Padfield Narayan, Spurlock Museum

June 3 - Picnic in Burwash Park

June 17 - Marissa Siero, Savoy Development and Construction

July 1 - Tracy Bowden, Hygiene Pantry

The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jay Hoeflinger, Champaign Lions Secretary. 



Regular meeting - May 20, 2026 at 11:45am at 
the Windsor of Savoy.  Speaker:  Abigail 
Padfield Narayan, Spurlock Museum

Board meeting, Wednesday, May 27 at noon 
by ZOOM.  Board members are expected to 
attend, but any club member is welcome.  
Ask Jay for a ZOOM link, if you’d like to 
attend.

Please tell Program Chairs Marvin Paulsen 
(mpaulsen@illinois.edu) or Sam McGrew 
(sammcgrew@att.net) what or who you would 
like to see in a Lions Club program at some time.

Coming up
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